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I feel assured that, whilst he will devote proper attention to
legitimate criticism or comment he will pay no regard to those
who, since his return to India, have striven merely to belittle
his achievements. He will, I trust, rest convinced that he has
throughout his efforts enjoyed the full confidence and earned the
deep gratitude of those who have India's best interests at heart.
If proof were needed in India the unanimous vote of the
Legislative Assembly, that jealous guardian of public money,
of the expenses for the mission on which he is now about to
embark, places beyond doubt the value assigned by India to his
services.

Let me briefly recall the reasons which led to Mr. Sastri pro-
ceeding on his mission to the Dominions. During the discussions
in the Imperial Conference last year he represented the views
of my Government and the aspirations of the people of India
on the subject of the disabilities of Indians in the self-governing
dominions. With the concurrence of his colleagues and of my
Government he suggested that misapprehensions might be re-
moved and a closer understanding and sympathy established
if a deputation from India visited the Dominions and discussed
the situation with the leading men. He expressed hopes that
these conferences might lead to legislation to effect the desired
changes. Who could doubt the wisdom of this idea ? And I am
glad to say that it was warmly welcomed by the Dominion
premiers, whom he is about to visit.

It has now been decided that my right hon. friend will pro-
ceed alone and undertake this difficult task single-handed. He
might well quail before the burden he proposes to lift, but he is
undeterred by the difficulties of his task. My past experience of
his tact and of the strength of his purpose inspire me to think that
these delicate negotiations are in the safest of hands. We must
not, however, be disappointed if they do not produce immediately
the results we seek for. In these political negotiations patience
is a great virtue. We must be patient. We have ground for
trust, for I am confident that the seed Mr. Sastri sows will in the
fullness of time bear the harvest which should completely
satisfy our legitimate hopes. I am glad to inform you that the
Commonwealth of Australia, his first destination, has sent
through me to our honoured representative a most cordial
message of welcome and an offer of hospitality as an honoured
guest of the Dominion during his visit. He goes forth on India's
mission to other parts of the Empire. India no longer stands
outside the door when the Councils of Empire meet, but India,